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Ross Abbott, a fourth-year business 
economics student, along with the campus 
chapters of Young Americans for Liberty 
and College Libertarians and assisted by 
Foundat ion for I nd iv idua l  R ight s  in 
Education, fi led a First Amendment lawsuit 
against USC Tuesday.
“The University of South Carolina is 
so intolerant of free speech that students 
can’t even talk about free speech,” Catherine 
Sevcenko, FIRE’s associate director of 
litigation, said.
Students f iled formal complaints last 
semester after the student groups held an 
outdoor event featuring posters with examples 
of censorship throughout the nation. This 
lead to the launch of an investigation and 
the university serving Abbott a Notice of 
Charge letter, demanding he respond to the 
complaints by meeting with the Office of 
Equal Opportunity Programs and threatening 
to expel him, according to FIRE. Abbott had 
the posters approved by the campus director 
of student life before the event.
“I held an educational event for students to 
learn about their free speech rights. Apparently 
it was my school’s administrators that needed 
the lesson,” Abbott said. “Now, with FIRE’s 
help, we’re going to give it to them.”
The Nov. 23 event conveyed 11 instances 
of campus censorship nationwide, including 
a student being prevented from handing out 
copies of the U.S. Constitution, a faculty 
blog being censored and the suspension of 
a Jewish student for displaying a souvenir 
Hindu swastika obtained on a trip to India on 
a residence hall bulletin board. Three USC 
students that fi led complaints found the event 
“offensive” and “triggering.”
Carl Wells, assistant director of the Offi ce of 
Equal Opportunity Programs and a defendant 
in the lawsuit, required Abbott at a Dec. 8 
meeting to explain each situation depicted 
by the posters and what message they were 
supposed to be sending, according to FIRE. 
Abbott, in turn, gave Wells a letter asking that 
his disciplinary record be expunged. Abbott 
was notified through email that the matter 
was being dropped; however, Abbott and the 
student groups chose to go through with the 
lawsuit in order to ensure that in the future 
students will not be punished for protected 
speech.
 Student sues 
USC for free 
speech rights
Mothers of gun violence victims 
rally behind Clinton
Democratic presidential hopeful 
Hillary Clinton spoke about criminal 
ju s t ice  re for m a nd g u n cont rol 
issues alongside the Mothers of the 
Movement organization and former 
Congresswoman Gabby Giffords at 
the Breaking Down Barriers Forum. 
The event took place at Central Baptist 
Church of Columbia on Tuesday 
evening.
Mothers of the Movement is made up 
of mothers who have lost children to gun 
violence, especially African Americans 
killed by police or individuals claiming 
self-defense. Giffords famously survived 
an assassination attempt while hosting a 
meet and greet in her congressional 
district. Congressman Jim Clyburn was 
also on hand at the event.
Clinton gave a brief introduction and 
spoke again at the end of the event, but 
the majority of the event involved the 
other speakers discussing their stories 
Adam Collins / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
The Breaking Down Barriers Forum featured fi ve African American and police brutality activists discussing why they support Hillary Clinton.
Mary Ramsey
@MCOLLEEN1996
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Brittany Franceschina
@BRITTA_FRAN
Sanders, Clinton fight for SC 
support at CNN town hall
Democrat ic president ia l 
hopefuls Bernie Sanders and 
Hil lar y Cl inton discussed 
political issues with voters at 
the Democratic Town Hall 
at the USC Law School on 
Tuesday evening.
C N N  c o r r e s p o n d e n t 
Ch r i s  Cuomo hosted t he 
event, asking the candidates 
que s t ions  f rom aud ience 
members. Cuomo began with 
Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders.
The issues that Sanders 
tack led extended from the 
A merican cr iminal just ice 
system to wealthy powers 
controlling both politics and 
the economy. Sanders said, 
“I think people are saying, 
‘Enough with establishment 
pol it ics and establ ishment 
economics ... Our government 
belongs to all of us.’”
Vi’Dual Futch, a student 
at Benedict College, asked 
S a n d e r s ,  “ W h e r e  d o e s 
historically black colleges, 
pr ivate  h istor ica l ly  black 
colleges fall under this plan?”
Sanders assured her that 
historically black colleges, 
many of which are private, 
would also be included. “What 
I believe is that in the year 
2016, when we ta lk about 
public education, we should 
make sure that public colleges 
and universit ies are tuit ion 
free, that everybody in this 
country who has the ability 
and the desire can get a college 
educat ion,”  Sanders  sa id. 
“You have my word that we 
will not only sustain, we will 
substantially increase funding 
for t he h istor ica l ly  black 
colleges and universities.”
Sanders also gave a thirty-
second closing pitch.
“ I  w o u l d  v e r y  m u c h 
appreciate the support — a 
pol it ica l  revolut ion when 
m i l l ion s  of  people  come 
together and basical ly say 
that our government belongs 
to all of us and is going to 
represent all of us, not just the 
few on top,” Sanders said. “So 
with that, I would very much 
appreciate the support of the 
people of South Carolina next 
Saturday.”
A f ter  Sanders  f in ished, 
H i l l a r y  C l i n t o n  j o i n e d 
Cuomo and t he voters  to 
discuss their concerns. Like 
Sanders, Clinton believes in 
Barack Obama’s plan to close 
Guantanamo Bay.
“I believe the president is 
right to try to close it. I think 
it is a continuing recruitment 
advertisement for terrorists,” 
Clinton said.
Dennzon Winley, a USC 
student, asked Clinton, “If 
A ssad was to be deposed, 
how will you direct the state 
department and international 
partners to install within that 
country a government capable 
of containing and mitigating 
the sectarian and insurgency 
violence?”
Courtesy of MCT Campus
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North Carolina man found 
with meth in rectum
Monday night, a sheriff in Salisbury, North Carolina, responded to several 
calls from citizens saying Arnie Preston Rabon, 27, was selling drugs. The 
sheriff pulled over Rabon at a traffic stop on Monday night and found a 
handgun and more than $500 cash in his truck. Later, Rabon was searched at 
the jail and deputies found 14 grams of methamphetamine in two plastic bags 
located in his rectum. He was charged with driving with a revoked license, 
drug possession, maintaining a vehicle for the drug trade, possession of drug 
paraphernalia and possessing drugs on the property of the jail.
— Compiled by Brittany Franceschina, Senior News Writer
Rock Hill teens charged 
with animal cruelty
Two teens in Rock Hill shot a puppy with a BB gun 18 times and threw a 
knife at it over the weekend, according to police. The six-week-old Lab mix, 
named Brody, was brought to a local animal hospital, and staff said that the 
X-rays show the BB pellets are still inside the dog but he is on pain medication 
and expected to recover fully. Many people have offered to adopt the dog and 
donate money towards his vet bill, according to a veterinarian at the hospital. 
De’Monte Ty’Juan Douglas, 17, is charged with felony fi rst-degree cruelty to 
animals and a 14-year-old was petitioned to family court and released to his 
parents pending a court appearance. They could be given between 180 days and 
fi ve years behind bars and a $5,000 fi ne if convicted.
— Compiled by Brittany Franceschina, Senior News Writer
Eleventh Circuit Solicitor 
arrested for DUI
Highway Patrol responding to a car wreck on Monday at 8 p.m. in Lexington 
found the vehicle of Eleventh Circuit Solicitor Donnie Myers. He had run off the 
road after attempting to make a left turn and struck a utility pole. Troopers arrested 
Myers for driving under the infl uence, and he was brought to a detention center 
where his blood alcohol was .09. This incident follows Myers pleading guilty to 
charges of driving while impaired in 2005 and being cited for possession of an open 
container in 2014. Myers said in a statement: “I’m not pleased with anything I did. I 
made a mistake, the wrong choice, and I’m absolutely to blame.”
— Compiled by Brittany Franceschina, Senior News Writer
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and how they came to endorse 
Clinton.
All fi ve of the mothers emphasized 
that they came to support Clinton 
in a crowded president ial f ield 
because of the care and concern 
she has showed for their individual 
families.
Sybr ina Fulton, the mother 
of Tray von Mart in, noted her 
appreciation that Clinton took the 
time to speak with families like 
hers on a personal level. Martin was 
killed while walking to his Florida 
home by George Zimmerman, 
and Zimmerman was found not 
guilty under the state’s “Stand Your 
Ground” self-defense laws.
“She walked in as the secretary, 
she walked in as a political fi gure, 
she walked in as a presidential 
candidate,” Fulton said, “but she 
walked out as a compassionate 
mother.” 
Geneva Reed-Veal, the mother 
of Sandra Bland, explained that she 
felt as if Clinton was concerned 
with her needs rather than trying 
to use her for political gain when 
they were introduced at a meeting 
of the Congressional Black Caucus. 
Bland died while in police custody 
following a controversial arrest. 
W hi le t he deat h was r u led a 
suicide, this cause of death has been 
disputed and the arresting officer 
has been charged with perjury.
“Make no mistake I’m angry,” 
Reed-Veal said, “but I’m not angry 
enough to riot — I’m angry enough 
to vote for this lady.”
Giffords and her husband Mark 
Kelly both argued that Clinton 
is the best candidate to take on 
the gun lobby in order to achieve 
meaningful reforms, an issue that 
the couple has been at the forefront 
of since the shooting that caused 
Gifford’s traumatic brain injury.
“ H i l l a r y  i s  t o u g h ,  s h e  i s 
courageous, she will fi ght to make 
our families safer,” Giffords said. 
“In the White House she will stand 
up to the gun lobby. That’s why 
I’m voting for Hillary. Speaking is 
diffi cult for me, but come January, 
I want to say these two words: 
‘Madame President.’” 
In her closing remarks, Clinton 
praised her and the other speakers 
for their activism in the wake of 
personal loss and reiterated her 
commitment to the issues discussed.
“The courage, the commitment, 
t urning sorrow into st rateg y, 
mourning into a movement, is just 
such a great message for everybody,” 
Clinton said. “Something that I 
hope you will take with you when 
you leave here tonight, something 
that is, yes, important for each of 
us, but should be important for all 
of us, each and every one of us, and 
I am absolutely determined that 
together we will get justice. We will 
reform the criminal justice system. 
We will provide accountability 
for those in posit ions of power 
and responsibility. We will make 
progress towards common sense 
gun safety measures to deal with 
the gun culture and the epidemic 
of violence, to keep guns out of the 
hands of those who should not have 
them in the fi rst place.” 
Clinton currently holds a 24.1 
point lead over Vermont Sen. 
Bern ie  Sanders  in  t he Sout h 
Carolina Democratic primary polls. 
The primary is going to be held 
Saturday.
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Clinton said there 
will hopefully be a 
cease-fi re in Syria by 
the weekend. “We 
need to  t u r n  t he 
attention of everyone 
in Syria to defeating 
t h e  t e r r o r i s t s ,” 
Clinton said. “And 
t he  Russ ia ns  a nd 
Iranians are the two 
biggest supporters 
of the Assad regime. 
So they have to be 
a part of any k ind 
of ongoing political 
diplomatic effort.”
Clinton addressed 
with the voters what 
many feel is a racial 
i s sue in A mer ica. 
Kyla Gray, a student 
at Columbia College, 
asked Clinton how 
she intends to help 
f i x “broken racia l 
r e l a t i o n s  i n  o u r 
nation.”
“R ac i sm,  a long 
w i t h  e c o n o m i c 
issues, educational 
i s s u e s ,  a n d  a l l 
t h e  r e s t ,  h a v e 
t o  b e  add re s s e d . 
O t h e r w i s e ,  w e 
are never going to 
be  t he  nat ion we 
should be. We will 
never overcome our 
legacy,” Clinton said.
After discussing 
these issues along 
with social security, 
e d u c a t i o n  a n d 
healthcare, Clinton 
g ave  her  c lo s i ng 
pitch.
“ I  a m goi ng  to 
work very hard to 
break down barriers 
that stand in the way 
of South Carolinians 
a n d  A m e r i c a n s 
a c h i e v i n g  t h e i r 
d reams,”  Cl inton 
said. “I feel that I am 
ready, I am willing, 
and I will serve you.”
CNNPAGE1
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College is the time to try new things. With many 
students who hail from out of the state, living in 
Columbia offers some of the best food the South can 
offer. While it’s easy to grab dinner at an average chain, 
here are fi ve local restaurants to try before graduation.
1. DiPrato’s
If you haven’t been to DiPrato’s, you are definitely 
missing out. The New York-style delicatessen really 
shines on the weekends with their brunch menu, but it 
sells delicious sandwiches for the lunch hours as well. 
While on the pricier side, it is certainly worth the 
indulgence.
2. Grill Marks
Grill Marks is the classic burger spot that can’t be 
missed. It has fries, shakes and a vast selection of burgers 
to suit every taste palate. Located in the Vista, it’s a great 
place to stop in for a quick bite, but impressive enough to 
bring your parents when they visit.
3. Village Idiot
Every college town has a place with pizza, beer and 
sports all day long and into the night. Village Idiot 
keeps it simple with their menu, service and pub-style 
decor. With a great location in Five Points, Village Idiot 
is perfect for trivia night with friends or watching the 
Gamecocks win an away game.
4. Palmetto Pig
From the outside, Palmetto Pig can look a little run-
down, but a dubious exterior is often the sign of an 
excellent barbecue place, and this rings true for the 
Palmetto Pig. The restaurant features all-you-can-eat 
classic South Carolina-style mustard barbecue with all 
the typical sides — hush puppies and baked beans, for 
example — for less than 15 dollars.
5. Kaminsky’s Dessert Cafe
Finally, Kaminsky’s is the go-to dessert location for 
Columbia residents. When you walk by the window, 
it’s impossible not to be tantalized by the assortment of 
cakes in the display case. Inside, you can treat yourself 
to coffee, tea or, if you’re feeling really adventurous, an 
adult milkshake with the addition of a shot of alcohol. 
Kaminsky’s is a great spot for birthdays, dates or when 
you fi nished a killer test and need a fast sugar fi x.
The best way to discover a new city is to get lost and 
the best way to experience a new culture is to try their 
food. So, this weekend, take time to get lost in Columbia 
and fi nd a new favorite restaurant.
Em i ly  Ma n n’s  play 
“Still Life,” put on by 
the USC Theatre and 
D a n c e  D e p a r t me nt , 
provides a glimpse into 
the turmoil that follows 
war. The play takes place 
post-Vietnam War, and 
is shown through the 
perspectives of Mark, a 
Marine; Cheryl, his wife; 
and Nadine, the woman 
Mark is having an affair 
with. 
“Still Life,” presented 
in a documentary style 
with various interwoven 
monologues, allows the 
v iewer to witness the 
complexities that follow 
war. The play, which will 
run at The Lab Theatre 
from Feb. 25-28, makes 
a point to showcase that 
Mark’s PTSD is not only 
an issue for him, but also 
for those around him.
Director Leroy Kelly’s 
own service as a Marine 
was an inspiration and 
an important factor for 
his take on telling the 
story. Kelly, a fourth-
year theatre student, said 
he enjoys everything the 
play talks about because 
of the parallels between 
the post-war effects on 
Vietnam veterans and 
the current post-war era 
following the Iraq and 
Afghanistan wars. “I feel 
like it’s a timely piece,” 
he said.
T h e  p l a y  c r e a t e s 
d iver se  back g rou nds 
f o r  e a c h  c h a r a c t e r 
w i t h  p e r s p e c t i v e s 
completely  cont ra r y, 
yet complementary, to 
one another. The erratic 
m o v e m e n t  b e t w e e n 
speaker s  adds  to  t he 
documentary style of this 
play.
“To get into these roles, 
it’s really hard because 
these people in this play 
have experienced very 
traumatic events,” Kelly 
said. “For these actors, it 
was a very hard role for 
them to personalize and 
internalize, and they’re 
doing it beautifully,” he 
said.
T h e  c h a r a c t e r s 
portrayed in “Still Life” 
have gone through many 
d if f icu lt exper iences, 
and bringing each role 
to  l i f e  took  a  lot  of 
work  f rom each ca s t 
member. Beth Paxton, 
fourth-year hospitality 
management st udent , 
plays Nadine, a character 
w h o  i s  “c o m p l e t e l y 
d i f f erent ”  f rom her. 
“She’s an alcoholic, so 
it ’s def initely been an 
adventure delving into 
something like that,” she 
said.
S i x t h-ye a r  t he at re 
student Cedrick Cooper, 
who plays Mark, said that 
the audience is real ly 
going to have to pay 
attention to the dialogue. 
“But the way we g ive 
it to the audience, it’ll 
be easier to fol low. It 
def initely breaks that 
fourth wall. It’s crazy,” 
he said.
As college students who might be living 
off campus, this may be the f irst t ime 
you’ve ever needed to fend for yourself in 
the kitchen. But let’s face it, cooking can be 
a real pain without the proper tools. The 
following suggestions may keep you from 
throwing your pans into the nearest wall.
A high-quality chef’s knife
There’s nothing worse than having to 
saw into your food when you’re trying to 
prepare it, which probably makes a good 
knife the most important thing you can 
buy for your kitchen. There are two main 
types of kitchen knives — German and 
Japanese. German knives are thicker, softer 
and require daily honing, while Japanese 
knives are thinner, more brittle and require 
no honing but require more frequent 
sharpening. Both styles of knives can be 
great, and you can pick up moderately 
priced Wusthofs (German-style) or Tojiros 
( Japanese-st yle) on A mazon without 
break ing the bank — probably some 
of the best knives you can get for their 
perspective prices. Just pick up a honing 
rod or whetstone and learn how to use 
them and keep your knives clean and dry 
after using them — don’t put them in a 
dishwasher or let them soak.
A sturdy set of pots and pans
A lot of people look at pots and pans and 
wonder what the difference is. There’s a 
big difference. The main problem the fi rst-
time buyer faces (without really knowing 
it) is in the material the pans are made 
from. There are four materials which are 
frequently used to construct pots and 
pans— stainless steel, aluminum, copper 
and iron. Stainless steel is non-reactive 
(it won’t react with your food, creating a 
metallic taste), virtually non-stick when 
oiled properly and extremely durable, 
but stainless steel does not transfer or 
distribute heat well. Likewise, aluminum, 
copper and iron all transfer heat well, but 
are reactive with alkaline and acidic foods 
and, in aluminum and copper’s case, aren’t 
very durable. The solution? Purchase a 
stainless steel set with an aluminum or 
copper core to receive the benefi ts of each 
type of metal. Three-ply sets may be a 
little more expensive than a normal pot 
and pan set, but it’s the type of set that’ll 
probably last you a lifetime and make your 
life easier.
An instant-read thermometer
You need an instant-read thermometer, 
especially if you’re a new chef. You can’t 
just throw a steak on heat and guess when 
it’s done if it’s your fi rst time. You’re either 
going to undercook it, which isn’t safe to 
eat, or overcook it, which makes for an 
entirely unsatisfying experience. Knowing 
which temperature you need your food to 
reach and having a thermometer to check 
internal temperature are both paramount 
to a healthy culinary experience. Buy a 
food thermometer.
A set of prep tools
“Mise en place,” a French term meaning 
“to put in place,” is one of the most 
important steps in any culinary venture. 
Most of the time, you don’t want to jump 
into the heat ing port ion of a recipe. 
You want to measure out and cut your 
ingredients beforehand. That being said, 
a nice set of cutting boards and prep bowls 
are cheap and invaluable. A simple set of 
plastic or bamboo cutting boards will allow 
you to keep your cutting surfaces separated 
between meats and non-meats and plastic 
or glass prep bowls will keep you from 
dashing around the k itchen try ing to 
measure ingredients as you need them. 
Prep tools are a simple purchase, but you’ll 
fi nd them de-stressing in the kitchen.
A food scale
This one’s not quite as important, but 
can be extremely useful if you frequently 
follow recipes or like to bake. Measuring 
ing red ient s  by volu me or  s ize  i sn’t 
ordinarily very accurate, so many recipes 
measure their ingredients in grams or 
other units of weight. A food scale will 
allow you to easily and quickly measure 
your ingredients. It’s not going to make as 
much of a difference as a nice set of knives, 
pans or thermometer, but it’ll help save you 
time in the kitchen.
Southern charm in local food scene
5 tools 
for new 
chefs
Alondra De La Rosa
@TDG_ARTS
Delany McPherson
@LANEYMCFLY
Joseph Glass
@JJG_KAZU
‘Still Life’ portrays complexities of 
aftermath of war
Courtesy of the USC Theatre and Dance Department
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Located south of campus on Pickens Street, DiPrato’s is a student go-to for brunch and sandwiches. 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR REQUIREMENTS
Letters to the editor must not 
exceed 300 words.  Students 
must include their full name, major 
and year. Faculty and staff must 
include their full name, position and 
department. Community members 
must include their full name and 
appl icable job t i t le .  Ver i f iab le 
statements of fact must include at 
least one source; if we cannot verify 
a statement of fact, your letter will 
not be published until the writer 
implements necessary changes or 
provides reputable sources for any 
facts in question. Letters are edited 
for clarity, style and grammar.
Email submissions to
opinion@dailygamecock.com
or mail them to 
The Daily Gamecock
1400 Greene Street
Columbia, SC 29225
Unless something catastrophic 
happens, Donald Trump will win the 
Republican nomination for president. 
But you may not be able to tell this if 
you turned on the television after any 
of the last few presidential primaries. 
Oftentimes, polit ical pundits and 
partisans on the right side of the aisle 
have confusingly declared victory for 
candidates who, in fact, lost. If any other 
candidate in any other election cycle 
had come in second, fi rst and then fi rst 
again in the opening three primaries of 
the presidential election cycle, those in 
the Republican Party would be talking 
of him or her as though they were a lock 
to win the nomination.
Yet that is not the case. Those in 
the party of Reagan continue to be 
convinced that any one of Marco 
Rubio, Ted Cruz or, to a lesser extent, 
John Kasich will be the nominee. 
It can’t be Trump, they say. It can’t 
be. Unfortunately, they are fooling 
themselves. It will be.
In just under one week from today, 
Super Tuesday will take place. For the 
politically uninitiated or uninvolved, 
all you need to know about Super 
Tuesday is that it is everything. It’s the 
entire race in a single day. On March 
1, an assignment of twelve different 
states will hold their primaries, a haul 
that represents nearly a fourth of all 
remaining delegates. In current polling, 
Donald Trump holds a lead in nearly 
every single one of them, even in Ohio, 
where Kasich, the popular governor of 
Ohio, appears on the same ballot. If he 
does what he is expected to do and wins 
a majority of these states, that’s game 
over.
As a Democrat, this makes me almost 
giddy. With Trump as the Republican 
nominee for president, a victory for 
the Democrats in November is all but 
assured, regardless of who our nominee 
ends up being. The electoral math simply 
makes it impossible for a candidate like 
Trump to win. The White House will 
be blue for at least another four years, 
and — who knows — the Democratic 
Party might even take back some seats in 
the House and the Senate.
Yet I am not a Democrat fi rst. I am an 
American fi rst. I am an American with 
a wide array of foreign friends on every 
single continent who is uniquely aware 
of how the world views our wonderfully 
strange nation. And, as an American, 
the thought of Trump as the Republican 
nominee makes me unbearably sad.
If he wins the nomination, as he is 
now almost guaranteed to do, he will 
be the representative voice for nearly 
half of our nation. He will speak for 
the Republican Party as its standard-
bearer. If this happens, our nation we 
be deprived of a presidential race of 
actual substance, a race where issues and 
policies are discussed at length and with 
great intelligence, a race that our nation 
so desperately needs in this time and so 
richly deserves.
Instead, we will be treated to an 
election devoid of all of those wonderful 
things, those things that make a 
democracy work. Instead, we will fi nd 
ourselves surrounded by two campaigns 
that devolve into slogans and ten word 
answers, the sort of things that can fi t on 
a hat, and no longer.
If, or I suppose I should say when, 
this happens, the Democratic Party 
may win, and we may win big, but the 
nation will be left for the worse after 
losing sight of the one thing that makes a 
democracy thrive, the one thing that can 
only improve and not detract: Debate. 
C.R. Jones 
III
Fourth-year history 
and political science 
student
Trump good for Democrats, 
bad for American democracy
The death of Supreme Court Justice 
Antonin Scalia has seen a nation divided, 
as an appointment of a liberal justice 
by President Obama or his potential 
Democrat successor would result in the 
most leftward leaning Supreme Court 
in almost 50 years.
For many Democrats, this is a dream 
come true. A liberal utopia in which a 
predominantly Democratic Supreme 
Court stands in accordance with a 
president who, according to recent 
conjectures, is most likely going to be 
a Democrat, is an appealing vision to 
many of this country’s liberals.
The politicization of the Supreme 
Court has long been a contentious 
talking point in American politics. 
Accordingly, the eagerness with which 
many await a Democratic appointment 
to the Supreme Court is alarming, 
to say the least, and more frankly, is 
downright undemocratic.
The sole purpose of the Supreme 
Court, as indicated in Article III of 
the Constitution, is to determine, 
appropriately, the constitutionality 
of laws. Ideally, the Court should be 
immune to national politics, because 
un l ike t he mercur ia l  ideolog ies 
of American polit ical part ies, the 
Constitution is rigid in form, a binding 
document consecrated in ink.
Unfortunately, due to the ambiguous 
nature of several of the Constitution’s 
clauses, as well as the inability of the 
founding fathers to foresee many of 
the changes that would take place in 
this country — for example, automatic 
rifl es and gay people — several camps 
of interpretation were established 
to negot iate  t he Const it ut ion’s 
ambivalence.
H o w e v e r ,  s t r i c t  o r  l o o s e 
constructionism cannot account for 
the increasingly factional nature of the 
Supreme Court, a dangerous trend that 
undermines the integrity of our nation’s 
highest law.
Less than two percent of Court 
decisions resulted in a 5-4 split in the 
years between 1801 and 1940. This 
breakdown is indicative of Supreme 
Court justices that are unbound by 
their political allegiances, as they should 
be, considering that the Constitution 
makes no mention of political parties 
whatsoever. By contrast, the two most 
recent Supreme Courts voted 5-4 more 
than 20 percent of the time.
T he  h y p o c r i s y  b e h i nd  s u c h 
vot ing habit s is  that ru l ings on 
constitutionality should be entirely 
disparate from current political trends. 
The Supreme Court was not designed 
as a compliment to the legislative 
branch, and to see it become another 
law-making body compromises its 
objectivity. Laws, regardless of which 
party they stem from, are either 
constitutional or not, and the political 
preference of justices should play no 
role in this determination.
This country is not in need of a far-
left justice, because by its very nature 
the Supreme Court is designed as a 
conservative body. The Constitution 
is not a suggestion but an absolute, and 
when it comes to a given law’s adherence 
to this text, conservatism is essential. 
Obama or his successor should focus 
not on selecting a left-leaning justice, 
but on finding one that sees beyond 
party divisions altogether.
Many Americans are dissatisfied 
with the political and social state of this 
country, and a liberal Supreme Court 
appointment presents itself as a quick 
remedy. A country with a Democratic 
judicial and executive branch has 
an obvious appeal — primarily, the 
expedition of the liberal agenda.
As attractive as this may seem, this 
is not how democracy works. Change 
worth having is change worth fi ghting 
for, and the diffi culty with which this 
country and many other democracies 
enact change embodies this mentality. 
While a nation run by people that 
always agree is tempting, it is inherently 
undemocratic. A conservative Supreme 
Court maintains much-needed balance 
in the American political system and 
enables change — at an admittedly 
slower pace —while concurrently 
upholding the values we often take for 
granted in the Constitution.
Graham 
Glusman
First-year international 
studies and Spanish 
student
Supreme Court must be nonpartisan
Courtesy of Aileen Kenny
WHAT’S THE BIG IDEA? • BLANCA VARELAHOROSCOPES
Wednesday, February 24, 2016
EMPLOYMENT
Pasta Fresca seeking 
part-time evening hosts, 
cashiers and food runners.  
No experience necessary, 
positive, friendly attitude 
a must. Apply in-person 
between 4-6:30pm daily.  
4722 Forest Drive.
EMPLOYMENT 
Pasta Fresca seeking part 
time Host/Cashier  for 
evening/weekend shifts.  
Apply in person between 4pm 
- 6pm daily at 4722 Forest 
Drive, 29206
EMPLOYMENT
Pasta Fresca Seeking 
experienced line cooks 
and prep for evenings and 
weekends.
Apply in person between 
4-6pm daily at 4722 Forest Dr, 
across from Dunkin Donuts, 
beside Rite-Aid
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Kennel Tech
Looking for hardworking 
dependable part time help. 
Must be able to work  some 
weekdays, weekends, and 
holidays. Apply in person with 
resume.
 Dog Daze 1241 Veterans 
Road
695.0091
Email dogdazellc@bellsouth.
net
TRAVEL
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK 
$189 for 5-Days. All prices 
include: Round-trip luxury 
party cruise. Accommodations 
on the island at your choice of 
ten resorts. Appalachia Travel. 
www.BahamaSun.com 800-
867-5018
OPPORTUNITIES
Sail: PEDU150  (803) 317 9060
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ACROSS
1 SoCal
enforcement
squad
5 “12 Angry Men”
star Henry
10 Swimming spot
14 Seat of Allen
County, Kansas
15 Queen __ lace
16 Cherub, in
Chambéry
17 Fill-in-the-amount
document
19 Actress Ward
20 Made sure of
21 Dines at home
23 Place to check
your balance,
brieﬂ y
25 Expanding bullet
28 Feathery scarves
30 Put down, in slang
31 Marinara sauce
brand
32 Bear witness
35 Stun, as a perp
37 Uncomprehending
look
41 French girlfriend
42 Soviet newspaper
45 Horoscope
columnist
Sydney
49 Opening for a
chorus line
51 Free from bias
52 Like men
modeling
swimming trunks
56 Family animal
57 With perfection
58 Rooﬁ ng piece
60 Preﬁ x with sphere
61 Insincere talk,
and a hint to the
starts of this
puzzle’s four
other longest
entries
66 Wife and sister of
Osiris
67 Seated yoga
position
68 Increase, as
prices
69 Loch with a
monster
70 Garden tool
71 Crooner Williams
DOWN
1 Ad-__: improvise
2 Internet giant
3 Flat panel in
many a sports
bar
4 Funnyman
Carvey
5 Ipso __
6 Waiting to talk to
a real person,
say
7 Peoria-to-Green
Bay dir.
8 End-of-year abbr.
9 Out of kilter
10 Sunday speaker
11 Baby shower
bodysuit
12 Leering at
13 Makeshift shelter
18 Electric bill meas.
22 Pop up
23 Lawyer’s gp.
24 Day care
attendee
26 Ignores the trash
can
27 Mama bears, in
Spain
29 Dead __ Scrolls
33 Not widely
available
34 Scottish hat
36 Gas additive
brand
38 Nick at __
39 WWII ﬂ iers
40 Tony-winning role
for Patti LuPone
43 Roller with pips
44 Gallery showing
45 Gain possession
of
46 China’s __-tung
47 One of the
Musketeers
48 Freshen, as the
salad
50 Available for
breeding
53 Sexy-looking
shoes
54 Steven’s wife on
“Family Ties”
55 Margery of kids’
rhyme
59 Frat party wrap
62 Unruly head of
hair
63 School support
org.
64 Flop
65 Undercover agent
2/24/16
For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com
or download our
app!
2/24/16
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For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com
or download our
app!
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www.dai lygamecock.com/housing
F I N D  Y O U R  N E S T
Aries
A partner’s opinion 
i s  impor tant .  Work 
toget her  today  a nd 
tomorrow. Get ready 
to make your choices. 
Bond over shared food 
and drink. Take a walk 
and ta lk about what 
could be possible.
Taurus
Begin a busy phase 
for the next two days. 
Focus on getting work 
done. You can’t do 
everything at once. 
Follow the rules. 
Financial sands are 
shifting. You can get 
whatever you need.
Gemini
Play with family and 
friends over the next 
t wo  d ay s .  P r ac t ice 
your talents and arts. 
O p p o s i t e s  a t t r a c t . 
K i nd le  roma nce by 
s p a r k i n g  u p  a  f u n 
i n v i t a t i o n .  Yo u ’r e 
surrounded by love. 
Soak it up.
Cancer
Yo u ’ r e  i n  f o r  a 
b u s y  f e w  d a y s  a t 
h o m e .  A u t h o r i z e 
i m p r o v e m e nt s  a n d 
r e p a i r s .  D e c i s io n s 
m a d e  now  l a s t ,  s o 
con s ider  c a re f u l l y. 
Play with long-range 
plans. Focus on home 
and family. Complete a 
major task.
Leo
D i g  d e e p  i n t o  a 
favorite subject today and 
tomorrow. Sift through 
facts and data. The one 
with the compulsion 
for precision has the 
advantage. There’s more 
than enough material. 
Do the reading. Write 
your discoveries.
Virgo
Big games offer big 
prizes. Watch for a new 
source of income and 
accept a generous offer. 
Abundance is available 
over the next few days. 
Initiate your new plan. 
Profi table opportunities 
arise.
Libra
You’re especially hot 
today and tomorrow. Go 
for what you want. Make 
it happen. Conditions 
are sh i f t ing in your 
favor. Inspire rather than 
demand. Don’t step on 
anyone. Smile, and say 
“thank you.”
Scorpio
Relax and let your 
thoughts ramble. Your 
imaginat ion is fert ile 
breeding ground over 
the next few days. Get 
inspired and make plans 
toward a new possibility. 
Discover new options 
a nd  o p p o r t u n i t i e s . 
Peaceful introspection 
satisfi es.
Sagittarius
Team projects go well 
over the next two days. 
Schedule meetings, and 
coordinate plans. Keep 
networks updated. You 
have more friends than 
you realized. Pass along 
what you’re learning. Get 
into a party phase.
Capricorn
Career opportunities 
arise today and tomorrow. 
Dress well. Be respectful. 
Far horizons beckon. 
Friends are there for 
you. Investigate options. 
Consider a challenge. 
Win or lose, you end up 
with more than when you 
started.
Aquarius
Begin a two-day period 
of study and research. 
You r  w a nd e r lu s t  i s 
getting worse. Things 
fall into place. Change 
occurs whether you like it 
or not. Plan for the road 
ahead. Gather resources.
Pisces
Rely on a capable 
p a r t n e r .  H a n d l e 
f inancial matters and 
negotiations today and 
tomorrow. Wheeling 
and dea l ing may be 
required, and the stakes 
could be high. Advance 
your agenda together. 
Changes necessitate 
budget revisions. You’re 
learning.
@thegamecock
WEEKENDER
In stands every Thursday
What are you doing this weekend?
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Frank Mart in is done messing 
around. As March nears and the SEC 
race begins its sprint to the finish 
line, Martin seems to have decided 
that the formula to winning this year 
is by playing those who have won in 
past years and sitting those who have 
not.
On Saturday against Florida, you 
could tell from the announcement 
of starting lineups that this game 
was straying from the norm. After 
gett ing blown out by a coachless 
Kentucky team and an ugly loss to 
a just plain bad Missouri team, it’s 
really hard to argue with Martin 
for trying something new. It’s also 
hard to argue against the changes 
he made. Mart in chose to start 
junior guard Duane Notice over the 
normal starter freshman PJ Dozier, a 
move that made complete sense after 
Dozier’s lackluster 5-14 shooting, 
t wo-assist per formance aga inst 
Missouri, and Notice’s 21-point, six-
rebound breakout performance off 
the bench. 
But the changes didn’t stop there. 
Combined, the three freshmen who 
had been getting quality time as of 
late (Dozier, Chris Silva and Jamaal 
Gregory) were on the court for just 
nine minutes of play against Florida, 
which, to put in perspective, is less 
than what both Dozier and Silva 
average individually per game on the 
season.
With these changes in place, the 
Gamecocks were able to pull out a 
win against Florida that was anything 
but easy. And while at times they did 
seem to be missing the playmaking 
of Dozier, the shot blocking of Silva 
and the spark usually provided by 
Gregory, in the end, the experience 
they had seemed to trump what they 
missed. A youthful team would have 
struggled to remain poised coming 
out of halftime after allowing for an 
18-0 run to end the first half. But 
the Gamecocks seemed poised as 
ever. An inexperienced team would 
have gotten frustrated upon hitting 
an extended drought early in the 
second half. But the Gamecocks just 
locked down on defense harder to 
make up for it. And a freshmen-led 
team would have probably collapsed 
as Florida seemed to match every 
shot the Gamecocks made late in the 
game, but led by Michael Carrera, 
Notice and Sindarius Thornwell, 
each shot that Flor ida matched 
just seemed like motivation for the 
Gamecocks to come back down again 
and drill an even bigger big shot.
I f th is is Mart in’s plan going 
forward, one has to wonder if this 
team will be able to stay fresh with 
its extremely shortened bench and 
greatly increased minutes on starters. 
On Saturday, you could already see 
these added minutes taking their 
toll, as senior forward Laimonas 
Chatkevicius (who normally splits 
minutes with Silva) checked himself 
out of the game many times, and 
Carrera began crouching at half-
court late in the game, trying to get 
any kind of rest, only to have Coach 
Martin get on him for doing so.
Now the future of this team rests 
in the hands of those Frank Martin 
trusts most, while the freshmen, 
the future of the program, sit and 
watch from the bench. It’s a tactical 
gamble by Martin that so far looks 
like a good one. Let’s just hope its 
goodness lasts.
Martin 
relying on 
veterans 
Freshman pitcher leads 
Gamecocks to win
Abe Danaher
@ABEDANAHER
Bobby Balboni
@ROB_BALBONI1
Column
South Carol ina secured their 
fourth win in as many games, earning 
a 5-0 v ictory over Appalachian 
State behind the electrifying debut 
performance of freshman Adam 
Hill.
Hil l made a prett y good f irst 
impression with Gamecock fans. 
The 6-foot-5 right-hander put up 
quite the stat line in his fi rst start — 
fanning 11 batters without yielding 
any walks in six shutout innings.
Hill sat comfortably in the 88-91 
m.p.h. range on the stadium gun 
with his fastball. The pitch plays up 
due to its late life and movement. 
His long levers hide the ball well and 
Appalachian State had a tough time 
picking it up out of his hand. The 
fastball command really stood out 
for the young hurler — he pounded 
all four quadrants of the zone and 
got ahead early on in at-bats. He 
also mixed in his secondary pitches, 
a slider and a changeup, later on in 
the count.
Coach Chad Holbrook was not 
surpr ised by Hil l’s spectacular 
outing. “Ever since we came back 
from the holiday break, he’s been 
like that almost each and every time 
out. It’s been really fun to watch him 
grow and develop. We thought when 
we signed Adam we were getting 
a kid that had bright future here, 
and I think now you can see why we 
thought that,” he said.
“I was able to work my fastball in 
and out. I was able to put my slider 
however I wanted — whether for a 
strike, or for a swing-and-miss,” Hill 
said. “My changeup was working 
well.”
Offensively South Carolina didn’t 
swing the bats particularly well on 
the chilly, damp evening, but did 
just enough with runners in scoring 
position to get the job done. The top 
of the order really struggled, with 
the top four hitters going hitless in 
14 at-bats.
Senior shortstop Marcus Mooney 
put South Carolina up 2-0 in the 
second when he clobbered a ball to 
left f ield, but Appalachian State’s 
Tyler Stroup dropped the ball on the 
warning track. The play was scored a 
sacrifi ce fl y with an error on Stroup, 
so Mooney earned credit for just one 
RBI on the play. On a warmer day, 
the ball would likely have left the 
fi eld for a grand slam. Mooney drove 
in a second run with an RBI single in 
the sixth inning.
Junior Gene Cone also had a good 
day at the plate, picking up three hits 
and scoring two runs.
S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  w i l l  h o s t 
Winthrop at 4 p.m. Wednesday, 
weather permitting.
Courtesy of Jeﬀ rey Davis 
Tuesday’s game against the Appalachian State Mountaineers was the fourth consecutive win for the Gamecocks, with an average margin of victory of 6.25 runs.
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